
History - Vikings week 3 -   Viking ships 
Jot down at least 3 similarities and 3 differences 

 



Viking ships 

This week we are going to learn about Viking ships. How did you get on drawing your Viking ship full of Vikings last week? 
If you look at the 4 pictures above of Viking ships, you can see that there are many similarities and differences. 

Please can you jot down at least 3 similarities and 3 differences between these ships around the outside of the pictures. 

Why were Viking ships different designs and what did they use them for? 

We already know that the Vikings travelled to Britain and other countries in their ‘Longships’. (We saw a Longship last week in the drawing activity.) They were sea worthy vessels 
designed to sail long distances and carry up to 70 men.  

Longship 

The Vikings built fast 'Dragon-ships' and 'Longships' for raiding and war. Viking longships could sail in shallow water so they could travel up rivers as well as across the sea. In a raid, a 
ship could be hauled up on a beach. The Vikings could jump out and start fighting, and then make a quick getaway if they were chased.  

Please visit the following BBC bitesize page in ‘Viking  traders and explorers’  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6/articles/zw3qmp3  to learn a little more about 4 Viking 
men and where they travelled to and what they discovered  (about half way down the page).     Then scroll up and read  ‘What did the Vikings trade? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6/articles/zw3qmp3


 If you scroll down a bit further on the BBC bitesize page, watch the video which explains that the Vikings used another type of boat too. After watching the video, answer the following 
question: 

What did the Vikings use the smaller, shallower designed boats for? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Knorr 

 

The Vikings also had slower 
passenger and cargo ships called 
‘knorrs’.  

They built smaller boats too, ‘coastal 
ships’ for fishing or short trips.

The Vikings mainly used 3 types of ships. A _____________________ for 

exploring and raiding,  a ___________     _________ for fishing and a 

____________ for transportation. All boats were shallow and ‘clinker built’ 

made of overlapping lengths of wood. The Vikings traded all over Europe. 

They sold items like _______________ and _______________. They bought 

items such as _______________ and _______________.


