
Head Teacher:        High Cross 

Mrs V Farrow             Froxfield 

headteacher@                                                                                                   Nr. Petersfield 

froxfield.hants.sch.uk                                                                                              Hampshire 

Admin Officer:                                                                       GU32 1EG 

Mrs M Fry         Tel/Fax: 

adminoffice@                                                                                                     01730 827251 

froxfield.hants.sch.uk 

 

 
15th July 2020 

 
Dear parents, 
 
As we approach the end of the summer term, and the end of what has been an exceptional school year, I 
wanted to take this opportunity to write to you with further details about the start of the next academic 
year in September. 
 
Last Monday, the Government produced guidance to help schools to plan for the full opening in 
September. We will, over the coming weeks, be reviewing our policies and risk assessments in line with the 
guidance. However, I wanted to provide parents with key information at the earliest opportunity to enable 
you to plan over the summer and prepare for the full return to school in September. 
 
Throughout the autumn term, and possibly for much of the school year, there will continue to be stringent 
procedures that schools will need to adhere to in order to limit the risk of virus transmission. The guidance 
focuses on strategies to minimise the number of contacts that children have during the school day, by 
grouping children in class groups and avoiding contact between these groups where possible. It also 
includes a range of protective measures including robust hygiene, enhanced cleaning and strategies to 
maximise distancing. 
 
Use of bubble groups 
In September the bubble size will increase to accommodate a whole class within each bubble, enabling all 
children to return to school full time. These class bubbles need to be kept apart wherever possible and 
social distancing will continue to be encouraged with older children. Desks will remain in rows but children 
will be able to sit side-by-side, without distancing. Movement around the school will continue to be kept to 
a minimum and whole group gatherings, such as collective worship, will not be able to take place. 
 
Start and end of days 
In line with the guidance, the school day will continue to be staggered to keep bubble groups apart as they 
arrive and leave school. As such, from September the school day for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 
2 will be 8.30am until 3.00pm and the school day for children in Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 will be 
8.45am until 3.15pm. We recognise that these timings may be challenging for parents who have children in 
different year groups, but we ask for your support in enabling this system to work effectively. As the school 
will be much busier in September  with all children back full time, and in line with the current guidance and 
restrictions, we will be unable to accommodate any variations to these times. 
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Extended provision, enrichment and clubs 
The guidance does allow for the re-opening of Toast Club and Cindy’s Club from September as mixing into 
wider groups is permitted for wraparound care. The Risk Assessment will include rigorous protective and 
hygiene measures to reduce the risk of direct transmission. 
 
The guidance permits schools to work with external coaches for extra-curricular activities.  Therefore, 
Aspire and Active8 clubs are expected to operate as normal in September, with these organisations 
implementing their own stringent risk assessments and protective measures, alongside and in addition to 
our own. 
 
At least for the first half of the autumn term, there will be no teacher-led clubs to prevent any further 
mixing between bubbles. We will review this decision before the October half-term. 
 
Adults on the school site 
Schools are required to implement strategies to minimise the number of visitors to the school site. Where 
possible, contractors will have access to the school site outside school hours. Parents will still be required 
to say goodbye to their children at the school gate as coming onto the site without an appointment is not 
permitted. A record must be kept of all visitors to the school site. 
 
Lunches 
School kitchens are expected to be fully open from the start of the autumn term and we will be able to 
provide either a hot meal (including a vegetarian alternative) or a school packed lunch. Children are also 
able to bring a packed lunch from home. The use of the lunch room presents a significant challenge for us, 
with the requirement to avoid busy exits, entrances and corridors, so lunch will continue to be eaten in the 
classrooms. Hot dinners will be transported in thermal containers to ensure they are kept hot, and served 
to children in the classroom. 
 
Again, we intend to review this provision before the October half-term. 
 
School Visits 
Although the guidance allows educational visits to resume in the autumn term, transport restrictions, 
wider mixing and the need for volunteer helpers, make it unlikely that any visits will take place in the 
autumn term. We will be exploring other options as a means of providing enrichment opportunities to 
enhance our curriculum teaching which might include greater use of the local area, visiting specialists and 
in-school theme days. We very much hope to resume our programme of visits in the spring term. 
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Teaching & learning  
There has been mention in the media of the narrowing of the curriculum, in order to enable schools to 
focus on the teaching of English and maths. However, the guidance makes it clear that the curriculum 
should remain ‘broad and ambitious’ which we are delighted to hear. Schools are required to create time 
to cover the most important missed content, which we will do through the assessment of children’s 
starting points at the start of the autumn term. We are also aware of the need for high quality pastoral 
support as a result of this extended closure and will ensure this is planned into our timetabled provision 
both at class and individual level. 
The Government has announced a package of funding for schools to provide extra support to help children 
make up for lost teaching time. This will be used to provide one-to-one and small group intervention to 
accelerate progress and close gaps. 
 
Local Lockdowns & Self-isolating 
In the event of local lockdowns, or if groups or individual children should need to self-isolate, schools need 
to be able to offer immediate remote education. As such, we are continuing to review and refine our home 
learning provision to ensure it is of the highest quality. We will keep you updated with this as our plans 
progress. 
 
Resources 
Resources brought into school from home should still be limited to essentials only, including PE kit, water 
bottles, lunch boxes and book bags. The contents of book bags should be kept to a minimum and pencil 
cases, toys or other such items should not be brought into school. 
 
Uniform 
Children should return to school in September in full school uniform, including black or navy school shoes. 
Please note that school trousers, skirts and shorts should be navy rather than black or grey. We believe 
that smart school uniform plays a valuable role in contributing to the ethos of the school and setting an 
appropriate tone and expectation. We ask for your support in ensuring all children return to school in 
September in full school uniform. 
 
Attendance 
The guidance states that ‘it is vital for all children to return to school’ and attendance is therefore 
mandatory. A small number of children may still be unable to attend school in line with public health 
advice. However, shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1st August subject to a continued 
decline in the rates of community transmission. 
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I am very conscious that this letter includes a great deal of information. If you have any questions or 
queries, however small, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
I hope you all have an enjoyable summer break. I look forward to seeing you all on Thursday 3rd 
September for what will hopefully be a less disrupted school year. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
 
 
Mrs V Farrow 
Headteacher 


