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Dear parents, 
 
Reopening Information for Parents 
 

I am now in a position to be able to provide detailed information around our plan for the partial reopening 
of school from Monday 1st June and how we intend to manage this to make the environment as safe for 
the children as possible, whilst also recognizing that school needs to be an enjoyable and positive 
experience for the children. 
 
Within the guidance for reopening, there is recognition that young children cannot be expected to remain 
2 metres apart from each other and their teachers at all times. We cannot guarantee that social distances 
rules can be implemented rigorously. Children will play together, staff will need to comfort a sad or hurt 
child and will need to sit with a child at times to support them with their learning. The strategies that we 
have put in place are aimed to reduce all necessary interaction and to minimise contact and mixing. 
 
Group Size 
Children will work in small groups of a maximum of 15 children from their own year group only. These 
‘bubble’ groups will have one teacher that they will work with the whole time and where possible a 
consistent member of support staff. Each group will be allocated a classroom that will only be used by that 
group of children. 
 
Playtimes and lunchtimes will be staggered to reduce the risk of overcrowding and the playground will be 
split into zones; with a bubble group kept within their zone to ensure that their social interaction remains 
within their bubble group only. At no time will we take children off the school premises (eg. to the church 
or hall). 
 
Internal Modifications 
Classrooms have been rearranged, with tables spaced out to promote social distancing. Non-essential 
resources and soft furnishings have been removed and children will have their own, named set of key 
equipment to reduce the need to share.  
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To avoid congestion within the corridor, we are introducing a one-way system which will be clearly 
explained to the children on their return. We will have staff available to supervise children should they 
need to move about the school site, but movement will be kept to a minimum.  
 
All classrooms will have their own cleaning stations, to include disinfectant spray, hand sanitiser, soap and 
paper towels. All classrooms will operate with doors and windows open to maximise ventilation. 

Effective Infection Protection and Control  

As a school we will continue to work through the hierarchy of measures set out in the DfE guidance: 
 

➢ avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms 
➢ frequent hand cleaning and good hygiene practices 
➢ regular cleaning of classrooms and surrounding areas (settings) 
➢ minimising contact and mixing 
➢ ensuring good respiratory hygiene - promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 
 

Children will wash their hands on arrival at school, and at frequent intervals throughout the day, including 
before and after eating and when coming in from outside. This handwashing will be closely supervised for 
the younger age groups and hand sanitiser will be used in addition to, not instead of, washing. A strict 
handwashing routine is one of the most important measures to reduce the risk of infection and staff will be 
extra vigilant, reminding children to keep their hands away from their mouths and eyes. 
 
All classrooms and equipment will be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each day. Play equipment will be 
disinfected after use and before use by a different bubble group. Cleaning equipment and hand sanitiser 
will be available at all times on the playground. 

 

The wearing of PPE is not recommended in Educational settings, although individual staff are able to wear 
masks if they are at any additional risk. Children are not permitted to wear masks in school as, if not 
handled appropriately, they can inadvertently increase the risk of infection. 
 
The School Day  
We will be operating a staggered drop off and pick up system to reduce crowding. We ask that one parent 
only comes to school gate and that you try to arrive promptly, dropping your child off as quickly as 
possible. Staff will be available to support children to come into the building. In the interest of safety, 
parents will not be permitted onto the school site and we ask that all parents respect the social distancing 
regulations with all staff and other families. 
 
 

about:blank
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Playtimes and lunchtimes will also be staggered so that all children are not moving around the school at 
the same time. 
 
Children can either bring their own packed lunch or order a school packed lunch. School packed lunches 
will be placed in individual bags and brought to the children to avoid the need for any type of queuing. 
Lunches will be eaten in classes at individual tables and will be supervised by a teacher. Tables will be  
 
 
thoroughly cleaned before and after eating. Children will be actively encouraged not to talk while eating to 
reduce transfer of germs. 
 
Weather permitting, teachers will plan for as much outdoor learning as possible. Assemblies will take place 
in the small bubble groups. 
 
In line with guidance to avoid interaction between bubble groups, Cindy’s Club and Toast Club will not be 
available during this period. If this causes a particular problem for any family, we ask that you contact the 
office and we will do our best to put something in place for you. However, we are unable to guarantee this. 
 
Children, including the key worker and vulnerable group, should come to school in full uniform and bring 
their book bag, water bottle and PE kit. Please keep the contents within the book bag to a minimum. 
 
Attendance 
All priority year groups will be offered three full days in school with provision for key worker and 
vulnerable children continuing to be available daily. Please could all parents who are key workers email 
the office by Friday 22nd May with firm details of the days required for next half term so we are able to 
put plans in place to ensure we can keep all bubble groups below 15 children at all times. 
 
All eligible children are encouraged to attend unless they are self-isolating, or they are themselves clinically 
vulnerable. If someone in a child’s household is categorised as ‘extremely clinically vulnerable’, then the 
child should not attend school. 
 
By operating a three-day week, we will be able to keep numbers on the school site manageable at all 
times. I anticipate this will be in the region of 30-40 children each day. It also ensures there is a day each 
week when all classrooms can be deep cleaned. Unfortunately, we are unable to offer any flexibility in 
terms of these days. 
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If a child is in the priority year group and meets the key worker criteria, they will be placed in the bubble 
with the other children from their year group. As children cannot move between two bubble groups, we 
hope that the three-day week is sufficient for parents to carry out their own work commitments. If this 
causes a problem for any family, please contact us and we will try our best to resolve the situation. 
 
Children should not attend school if they are unwell and if the school has any concern about a child’s 
health, they will be sent home and will be asked to remain at home for 7 days, or until they have tested 
negative for the virus. 
 
Although the Government recommends that children attend school, parents will not be fined for non-
attendance at this time. 
 
Online Home Learning 
Home learning provision will continue in its current form for children in Years 2,3,4 and 5 who are not able 
to return to school at this time. 
 
Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, who are attending school three days a week, will be given work to 
take home and complete on the other days. 
 
With teachers committing to face-to-face lessons in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, we will be unable to 
provide the level of home learning provision that is currently in place for children in these year groups who 
do not return to school. We are currently reviewing how we can manage some home learning provision 
without putting excessive pressure on teachers who are delivering lessons in school and ask for your 
understanding as we move forward with this.  
 
Key Information 
 

 Key Worker/ 
Vulnerable group 

Year R Year 1 Year 6 

Days M, Tu, W, Th, F M, W, Th, Tu, Th, F M, W, F 

Arrival times 8:30 – 8:35 8:45 – 8:50 8:45 – 8:50 9:00 – 9:05 

Dismissal times 3:10 – 3:15 2:55 – 3:00 2:55 – 3:00 3:25-3:30 

Classroom Class 3 Class 1 Class 2 Class 4 

Key staff Mrs Fennell 
Mrs Burchett 
Mrs Lovegrove 

Mrs Ingham 
Thomas 

Mrs Haines 
Mrs Badman 

Mrs Harriott 
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I hope you find this information reassuring and that it gives you enough detail in order to make an 
informed decision about sending your child back to school. Please be aware that the information within 
this letter is subject to change in the event of further Government or DfE guidance being made available. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support during these challenging times. Should you have any questions or 
require any further information, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
With warmest wishes, 
 

 
Mrs V Farrow 


