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Welcome to Froxfield CofE Primary School 
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Information for New Wrens 
 

 
Beginning and End of the Day 

The back gate opens at 8.30am and a member of staff is ready to greet you at this time. 

Parents bring children into the playground and the children are able to play until the bell 

rings.   Parents may leave once their child is settled between 8.30am and 8.45am or stay until 

the children go in.  The hand bell is rung at 8.45am and children move to their class lines 

where a member of staff will greet them.  The back gate closes shortly after 8.45am. If a  

parent needs to visit the School Office, they need to walk round and enter through the front 

door.  

 

The school operates a Toast Club from 8am. Children can attend this whenever needed; some 

children come daily, some once or twice a week and others we see occasionally. There is no 

need to reserve a place, just bring your child to the front door between 8.00am and 8.20am. 

As the name suggests, they are given toast and a drink and can play games, read or draw until 

they are taken onto the playground at 8.30am. The charge for this service is £1.25 a day. 

 

We aim to have all children in school, on time, every day and count on your support with this. 

Children are more likely to settle quickly if they are in a routine with the rest of the class.  

If you are late bringing your child to school, you will need to come to the School Office and 

you will be asked to sign your child in.  The school day finishes at 3.15pm and the back gate is 

opened daily at this time.  Parents come into the playground to meet their children.  A 

member of staff will again be ‘on the gate’ ensuring children leave safely.  

 

Cindy’s Club provides after-school childcare, from 3.15pm - 6pm on Monday to Thursday.  The 

cost of this is £1 for each 15 minute period with a maximum charge of £10 until 6pm. For 

more information, or to register your child please speak to a member of our office team.  
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Morning Snack 

The school provides all children in Reception and Key Stage One 

with a piece of fruit or vegetable under the Healthy Eating 

Scheme which is free.  Children should not bring a snack with 

them to school. 

 

Milk 

Free milk is available for all under 5’s as part of a government 

funded scheme.  From the age of five, children will be able to 

continue to have milk daily through the Cool Milk Scheme.  Parents 

are required to register their child if they wish to receive milk 

after they are five.  The School Office is able to advise parents.  

 

 

Lunch 

School lunch is available daily and follows a 

three-week menu cycle which is available 

from the School Office.  Children are able 

to select each day whether they would like 

a school lunch or whether they have 

brought a packed lunch. School lunches 

offer both a meat and vegetarian option 

each day. Currently, the Government has a 

policy of free meals for all Reception and 

Key Stage One children, so there will be no 

charge for children ordering a school lunch 

until Year Three.  Children usually eat their 

lunch in the Lunch Room but will eat outside 

in good weather. 

 

Lunch time staff will encourage children to ‘try a bit more’ and even try a ‘little bit’ of things 

that children say they do not like but there is no pressure to eat everything or things that 

they really do not like.  Staff can keep you informed about how much your child is eating.  

Anything left from a packed lunch will remain in the child’s lunch box so that parents can see.  

 

We ask that packed lunches follow a ‘healthy’ choice with no sweets, chocolate (a chocolate 

biscuit is fine!) or crisps.  We are also a nut-free school. We do not have fridge facilities but 

a cool block in the lunch bag can help in hot weather.  All children are able to have a drink of 

water with their lunch. Where possible, please provide lunch in environmentally friendly, re-

usable packaging. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Froxfield creates such a warm and caring 

environment for children, where they absolutely 

thrive.  We feel very lucky to have our child 

attend here. 
Parent 2020 
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Uniform 

Items of uniform (polo shirts, sweatshirts, cardigans and PE t-shirts with the school logo) 

can be purchased on-line directly with our school uniform provider, schoolwearmadeeasy.com.   

Instruction cards are included in the induction pack.  Samples of each size are available in 

the School Office for your child to try.  Clothing may be ordered, at any time throughout the 

year, and will be sent directly to your home. There are no postage charges and no minimum 

orders.  We strongly encourage children to wear these items.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls Boys Where to Purchase 

 

Navy trousers, dress or skirt 

 

 

Navy trousers or shorts 

 

Independently  

 

White blouse or polo shirt 

 

 

White shirt or polo shirt 

 

via uniform website 

 

Navy school sweatshirt or cardigan 

 

 

Navy school sweatshirt 

 

via uniform website 

 

Summer gingham dress – royal blue & white 

 

 

Navy shorts 

 

Independently 

 

Tights or socks – navy, black or white 

 

 

Socks – navy or black 

 

Independently 

 

School shoes – black or navy 

 

 

School shoes – black or navy 

 

 

Independently 

 

School book bag 

 

 

School book bag 

 

 

School Office 

 

School water bottle 

 

 

School water bottle 

 

 

School Office 

PE Kit Girls & Boys Where to Purchase 

 

Trainers 

 

Independently 

 

Black plimsolls 

 

Independently 

 

Navy jogging bottoms 

 

Independently 

 

Navy shorts 

 

via uniform website 

 

Navy school PE t-shirt 

 

via uniform website 

 

Navy tracksuit top 

 

Independently 

 

School PE Bag – house colour 

 

School Office 
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Trainers, open toe shoes, boots and beach shoes are not 

appropriate for school.  

 

We include a pair of wellies, waterproof trousers and 

outside coat, appropriate for the weather, on our 

‘uniform’ list so that children are able to access the 

outdoor opportunities all year round. 

 
When the weather is warm we ask parents to apply long 

lasting sun screen at home which should then protect 

children all day.  Children also need a sun hat in the 

summer – the School Office has a supply of these with 

the school logo.  When the weather is cold (and it can be 

really windy!) we ask that children are well equipped with 

hats, scarves and gloves so that they can still enjoy the 

outdoors. 

 

No jewellery may be worn to school.  Studs only may be 

worn for pierced ears but these need to be removed or 

covered during PE lessons for safety reasons.  

 

All children need a Froxfield School book bag, a school PE bag (in house colours) and also a 

school water bottle – all available from the School Office. 

 

We have a second hand uniform box which parents are welcome to donate to and also buy any 

useful items for 50p per item.  Please ask in the School Office. 

 

 

All clothes must be clearly labelled please! 
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Pegs 

All children have a named peg in school where they keep their PE kit, book 

bag, coat and hat etc. 

 

PE 

Children usually take part in two PE sessions a week; one which is games based to develop co-

ordination and ball skills, and another which may be gymnastics or dance. The games session is 

led by an external coach from Active8.  Children do need trainers for these sessions as in dry 

weather they take place on the field.  Children wear jogging bottoms and a track suit top for 

these outside sessions when the weather is cooler.  

 

After School Clubs 

In addition to our after-school care, Cindy’s Club, we offer a wide range of extra-curricular 

activities, at both lunch times and after school. Some of these opportunities are available to 

children in Reception and more opportunities become available as children move into Year 

One. 

 

Aspire Coaching offer an after-school football club on a Monday – details are available from 

the School Office each term.  French Club takes place Monday lunchtime and Russian Club 

during Friday lunchtime.  Wild Child Club runs after school on a Tuesday and Little 

Adventurers runs on Wednesdays after school.  These are environmental clubs that take 

place within the school grounds and around the local area.  Also on Tuesdays, Active8 multi-

sports club operates in the Village Hall after school.  Again, details of all these clubs can be 

obtained from the School Office. 

 

 

There are also a range of 

after school and lunchtime 

clubs run by teachers.  

These vary throughout the 

year, but have recently 

included environmental art, 

choir, drawing, running, 

recorders, Jackanory and 

cooking.  Letters are sent 

out each term giving details 

of school run clubs. 

 

In addition, the school 

offers peripatetic music 

lessons for older children, in 

small groups, taught by 

specialist teachers from 

Hampshire Music Service.  

Currently, these include 

violin, guitar and keyboard. 
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Reading  

We have a reading routine every morning in school when 

children have the opportunity to read with an adult and 

change their reading books.  We use a reading record that 

stays in book bags to let parents/carers know about the 

reading in school and ask parents/carers to write a daily 

comment about the reading at home.  Regular – we look for 

daily – reading with your child at home is one of the most 

important ways you can support the crucial early years of 

reading development.  To support the development of sight 

vocabulary, children in Reception are provided with 

flashcards for practise at home and school.  Children will 

have the chance to change their library books once a week 

in class time.  Each child can borrow one book at a time and 

can only borrow the next one once the last has been 

returned!  Please look out for notes in the reading record 

or newsletter for library days. 

 

When children join the school in Class One, they are 

assigned a Reading Buddy in Class Four. They regularly 

read with their buddy and their buddy will also read 

stories to them. 

 

We are always looking for parental volunteers for our daily reading routine.  If you feel you 

can spare half an hour one morning a week, please let the School Office staff know. 

 

 

Letters and Sounds 

This is the programme that is used to 

teach phonics at Froxfield.  During their 

daily phonics sessions children will be 

taught letter sounds and, as their 

knowledge of sounds increases, will learn 

how to blend these sounds to read and 

segment them to spell.  Children will be 

provided with a ‘Green Strip’ to practise 

these sounds at home.  During the 

Autumn Term we will be holding a 

workshop for parents to explain this in 

more detail. 

 

 

 

Homework 

Once the Wrens settle into school life, they will be given one piece of homework each week. 

This is usually an extension of what the children are learning in class.  Each child will be given 

a folder in which to keep the homework. 
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Mental Maths Card 

This card will contain simple number work activities that we will be working on at school which 

we ask you to practise with your child at home.  

 

Houses 

When your child joins Froxfield, they will be allocated to one of four houses; Ruby Red, 

Emerald Green, Amethyst Blue or Amber Yellow.  Siblings are always placed in the same 

house.  The children will be very excited to earn points for their house towards the half-

termly reward for the winning house. 

 

Illness and Medicine 

We do encourage children to be in school if they possibly can but if a child is feeling poorly, 

they will recover more quickly at home and will not risk passing infection to their friends.  If 

your child has a slight cold but you feel they are well enough to be in school, we are able to 

give them Calpol at lunchtime with written consent. 

 

If a child needs to use an inhaler for asthma or has any other medical needs then please let 

us know.  We will ask you to complete a medical consent / information record to give us the 

authority needed to administer medicine in school. 

          

Collective Worship  

Collective Worship takes place on a daily basis and is 

based on Christian foundations and principles. Our 

programme for Worship is based around a different 

Christian Value each half-term.   School Worship 

varies from day to day, including Class Worship on 

Mondays, Singing Worship on Wednesdays and 

Celebration Worship on Fridays. On Thursdays, whole 

school Collective Worship takes place in the Village 

Hall and is usually led by Mrs Farrow.  A close link 

exists between the school and the village church; the 

children go to the church for Collective Worship on a 

regular basis, usually on a Tuesday.  A Special 

Service, led by the children, is held in the church 

half-termly and parents and visitors are very welcome 

to join us on these occasions. 

 

Parents who wish to withdraw their children from 

Religious Education or Collective Worship should do 

so by writing to the Head Teacher. 

 

 
“The exemplary behaviour and positive caring relationships in the school 

are firmly rooted in the school’s core Christian values” 
SIAMS Report November 2017 
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Trips 

We plan for a variety of experiences outside school to support 

the teaching and learning. We ask new parents to sign a simple 

consent form for short trips, such as a walk in the village or 

trips locally such as to Hinton Ampner, so that we can go ahead 

with these without additional permission.  If we plan to go 

further afield then you will receive a letter outlining the 

arrangements.  Many of these visits are funded from our 

school budget but we do sometimes need to ask for a voluntary 

contribution to enable all of these trips to go ahead. We do 

however try to keep the cost to a minimum.  Please return any 

reply slips and contributions as promptly as you can to the 

School Office.  Cash and cheques are accepted in the Office 

but we encourage payments to be made online, details will be 

given at the beginning of the school year.  You will find 

information of all forthcoming trips in our fortnightly Friday 

Flyer newsletter and on our website.  
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Absence and Attendance 

If your child is unwell then please ring the School Office before 9am in the morning.  If a 

child is absent when we take the register and we do not know why then the School Office will 

telephone parents to check all is well – this forms part of our safeguarding procedures.  

 

There is no entitlement to absence during school term time but very occasionally there may 

be a reason for parents to request absence.  Parents need to complete an absence request 

form, available from the School Office, in order to request absence for their child during 

term time.  Any absence may only be authorised in ‘Exceptional’ circumstances. 

 

Dogs on Site 

Dogs are not allowed on site or near the school gates for the safety of all our children.  The 

Parish Council ask that all dogs are kept on a lead whilst using the field next to the School 

Village Hall. 

 

Parking 

For the safety of everyone’s children, parents are asked to park at the village hall only and 

not on the road.  

 

No Smoking 
The school operates a no smoking policy throughout the school and grounds. We also request 

that parents refrain from smoking in close proximity to the school site. 
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Shape of the Day 

We try and keep routines as simple and consistent as possible in school to help children feel 

settled and secure. A usual school day in Reception looks like this: 

 

                 

 

 

Communication 

As a school, we operate an ‘Open Door’ 

policy and would encourage all parents to 

talk to a member of staff if they have any 

questions or concerns. The class teacher is 

usually available at the start and end of 

the day, but if it is not possible to catch 

her, please speak to Mrs Farrow on the 

gate. The office team are also very happy 

to help with any queries you may have. 

 

 

 

Parents’ evenings will take place before the end of September, but if you would like to meet 

with the teacher before then, please make an appointment through the School Office.   Our 

school newsletter is emailed to all parents every fortnight and includes all key dates and 

important information. The school uses ParentMail as its prime method of communicating with  

parents, details of how to register will be provided before your children start school. 

8.45am  Reading routine – children read with an adult and/or change their books 

9.15am Activate morning warm-up  

9.30am 

Work time begins – children use the different workshop areas and may 

also work in small groups directed by a member of staff. 

This may be a literacy or numeracy based session or linked to children’s 

interests or the current learning cluster. 

10.20am Tidy up time, snack and playtime 

10.45am Mental Maths  

11.00am Maths or literacy session 

11.40am Letters and sounds session 

12pm – 1pm Lunch 

1.00pm Story / book sharing with class/Golden Mile 

1.20pm Handwriting 

1.40pm 
More work time and group work covering all areas of learning or some 

days it will be music, PE,  library book changing … 

2.55pm Collective Worship 

3.15pm End of the school day 
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“Froxfield is a safe, friendly, family environment that promotes  

Christian values.  Staff go beyond expectation to help our children 

develop into well-rounded people” 

                                                                  Parent, 2019 
 

Preparing Your Child for School 

The suggestions listed below will really help prepare your child for school and will help them 

settle quickly into school routines. 

 Answer their questions clearly and if you do not know the answer to a school related 

question contact us and ask! 

 Read to your child daily over the summer, asking questions to develop comprehension 

and vocabulary skills. 

 Encourage your child to listen to story CDs. 

 Make sure your child sees you reading and writing.  Discuss with them the reasons for 

writing.  

 Read numbers in the environment eg. on buses, house numbers, packets etc. 

 Ensure that your child can use the toilet independently and can wash and dry their 

hands. 

 Support your child to blow their nose independently. 

 Encourage your child to dress and undress themselves and put their shoes on the right 

feet. They may find it fun to practice changing from their school uniform into their PE 

kit and back again! 

 Encourage your child to put on their own coat and practice doing it up. 
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To Conclude 

You may find that your child is rather tired to begin with.  This is very normal and they will 

probably require extra attention and rest at home for the first few weeks. 

 

Finally, we know we have bombarded you with a lot of information, which until you are familiar 

with the routines, may seem rather daunting!  However, please be assured that we will do all 

we can to ensure that your child – and indeed you – settle into the school community quickly. 

 

We look forward to working with you. 
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Welcome to Our New Wrens!  

 

The new Wrens will love the giant 

playground because there is so much to 

play with! 
 

Verin, Year 1 

 

You will get lots and lots of 

new friends at Froxfield 
 

Marnie and Alexander, Year 1 

Worktime is the best time.  I 

think the new Wrens will love it 

because you do lots of different 

activities like play with the sand or 

the babies (dolls) 
 

Isla, Year 1 

 

The Adventure Playground is the best thing 

about Froxfield and the new Wrens will LOVE 

it!  It is so big and it is all new now because the 

builders have built us a new playground 
 

Sophia and Alfie, Year 1 

We think playtime is what the 

new Wrens will really love 

because you just play lots 

with all your friends.  You can 

play games like dinosaur 

games and dragon games and 

go on the bikes a lot and they 

go really fast! 
 

Lucy and Raphael, Year 1 


